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5. ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING RESULTS

5.1 Archaeological background

669 SMR sites are located within the EIAR site boundary 497 of which are redundant records. From the outsef,
buffer zones were formulated around all non-redundant records within the site boundary. These were
formulated based on both the descriptions of the monuments and the zones of notifications / ZAPs. These
buffer zones were provided to Bord na Mona from the outset to assist with design and the early avoidance of
archaeological constraints. The site investigations were generally situated in areas where no monuments were
located.

5.2 Notable Finds - Topographical Files of the National
Museum of Ireland

A search of the topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland for the fownlands within the proposed
development site yielded several results which are provided below.

There are 4 stray finds listed in the NMI fopographical file database for the townland of LEMANAGHAN:

1977:2338 Copper Alloy Crozier
1992:6 Wood Crozier
1992E148:99 Stone Whetstone
2012:262 Felt Hat

There is 1 stray find listed in the NMI topographical file database for the townland of KILLAGHINTOBER:
1992E148:70 Stone hammerstone

There are no stray finds listed in the NMI topographical file database for the townlands of CORNAFURRISH and
CORRABEG

There are no stray finds listed in the NMI topographical file database for the townland of CAPPANALOSSET
There are no stray finds listed in the NMI fopographical file database for the townland of STRADUFF
There are 10 stray finds listed in the NMI topographical file database for the townland of COOLDORRAGH:

1933:591 Bronze Dagger
1933:592 Bronze Axehead
1933:593 Bronze Axehead
1933:594 Bronze Spearhead
1933:595 Bronze Spearhead
1933:596 Bronze Spearhead
1933:760 Bronze Sword
1933:761 Bronze Sword
1933:762 Leather Shoe
1933:763 Wooden Bowl

There are no stray finds listed in the NMI topographical file database for the townland of RASHINAGH

There is 1 stray find listed in the NMI topographical file database for the tfownland of DERRICA MORE:



1997:45 Stone Axehead
There are 4 stray finds listed in the NMI topographical file database for the townland of LEABEG:

1991:3 Stone tool

2004:107 Leather shoe
2012:263 Wooden tool
R1690 Wooden blade

There are no stray finds listed in the NMI topographical file database for the townland of DERRYNAGUN

There is 1 stray find listed in the NMI topographical file database for the tfownland of CURRAGHALASSA:
2019:103 Leather Shoe

There are 2 stray finds listed in the NMI topographical file database for the townland of TUMBEAGH:

1992E148:51 wool textile
1992E148:70 Stone hammerstone

There is 1 stray find listed in the NMI topographical file database for the tfownland of BALLYDALY:

1992E148:5 Leather shoe

There are no stray finds listed in the NMI topographical file database for the townland of CORBANE

There are no stray finds listed in the NMI topographical file database for the townland of COR MORE and
CORBEG

There are 23 stray finds listed in the NMI topographical file database for the fownland of LISDERMOT:

1992E148:14 Silver coin
1992E148:15 Silver coin
1992E148:16 Silver coin
1992E148:17 Silver coin
1992E148:18 Silver coin
1992E148:19 Silver coin
1992E148:20 Silver coin
1992E148:21 Silver coin
1992E148:22 Silver coin
1992E148:23 Silver coin
1992E148:24 Silver coin
1992E148:25 Silver coin
1992E148:26 Silver coin
1992E148:27 Silver coin
1992E148:28 Flint Scraper
1992E148:33 Silver coin
1992E148:34 Silver coin
1992E148:35 Silver coin
1992E148:36 Silver coin
1992E148:37 Silver coin
1992E148:38 Leather shoe
1992E148:6 Leather shoe

There are 2 stray finds listed in the NMI topographical file database for the fownland of KILNAGOOLNY:

1997:46 stone ball



2008:12 Leather shoe
There are 3 stray finds listed in the NMI topographical file database for the townland of KILNAGARNAGH:

1931:312 Copper Dagger
2004:153 Leather Shoe
4432:W225 Bronze Dagger

There are no stray finds listed in the NMI fopographical file database for the townland of CASTLEARMSTRONG

There are no stray finds listed in the NMI topographical file database for the townland of ROSFARAGHAN

5.3 Previous Archaeological Work Carried out on the Site

5.3.1 Cultural Heritage Assessment of the Boora Group of Bogs
(2018)

A cultural heritage assessment was undertaken in 2018 as part of a rEIAR for the Boora group of bogs (Whitaker
2018) on behalf of Bord na Mona. This provided a summary of findings to date for various bogs within the
Boora Group, Lemanaghan of which forms one such bog. A summary extract is provided below:

‘The bog is located at the north-eastern extent of the Boora Group of Bord na Mdna bogs, the bogs of
Lemanaghan, Derrynagun, Castletown, Killaghintober, Kiinagarnagh, Tumbeagh, Corhill and Ballydaly are
collectively known as Lemanaghan Bog. They measure a total of 1,295ha in size, c. 600ha of which is in
production. These bogs are located between the villages of Ballycumber to the east and Ferbane fo the
west. The southern extent of the bogs is defined by the River Brosna and the Grand Canal, with the hills of
Bellair, Cooldoragh and Corhill to the north and northwest. There are two dryland islands within the bog
complex Broder's island and Lemanaghan Island. The dryland surrounding the bogs is mainly pasture. There
is a total of 725 sites in the Sites and Monuments Record in Lemanaghan Bog all of which were recorded
during the IAWU surveys of the bog between 1993 and 1997. A significant number of these sites are now
considered to be ‘redundant’ records owing to their fragmentary nature at the time of recording. The sites
are summarised below by area.

Ballydaly/Curraghlassa Bog has 135 records (OF015-131 to OF015-265) consisting of a Road-Class 2 Togher, 38
Road-Class 3 Toghers and 96 now ‘redundant records.

Castletown Bog has 82 records (OF007-197 to OF007-278) consisting of a Road-Class 1 Togher, three Road-
Class 2 Toghers, 14 Road-Class 3 Toghers and 64 now ‘redundant’ records.

Corhill Bog has 214 records (OF015-275 to OF015-488) consisting of a Road-Class 1 Togher, a Road-
Gravel/Stone frackway, 13 Road-Class 2 Toghers, 14 Road-Class 3 Toghers, a post row and 184 now
‘redundant’ records.

Derrynagun Bog has 107 records (OF015-024 to OF015-130) consisting of two Road- Class 1 Toghers, two Road-
Class 2 Toghers, 29 Road-Class 3 Toghers, a Road-trackway, two post rows and 71 now ‘redundant’ records.

Killaghintober Bog has 47 records (OF007-279 to OF007-325) consisting of three Road-Class 1 Toghers, four
Road-Class 2 Toghers, 13 Road-Class 3 Toghers and 27 now ‘redundant records’.

Kilnagarnagh Bog has 19 records (OF007-066 to OF007-087 and OF007-343) consisting of a Road-Class 1
Togher, three Road-Class 3 Toghers and 15 now ‘redundant’ records.

Lemanaghan Bog has 25 records (OF007-326 to OF007-342 and OF015-266 to OF015- 274) consisting of two
Road-Class | Toghers, a Road-Gravel/Stone trackway, three Road-Class 2 Toghers, four Road-Class 3 Toghers
and 15 now ‘redundant’ records.



Tumbeagh Bog has 96 records (OF007-084 to OF007-179) consisting of 13 Road-Class 2 Toghers, 17 Road-Class
3 Toghers and 62 now ‘redundant’ records.

There are a tfotal of 27 dryland archaeological sites in the wider Lemanaghan area listed in the Sites and
Monuments Records. In Ballylin townland to the southwest there are a ringfort (OF014-011), a burial ground
(OF014-009) and two enclosures (OF014-012 and OF014-010). To the west in Tumbeagh is a ringfort (OF007-
043) and a ruined late 17th century house (OF007-065) and in Straduff is an enclosure (OF007- 045), cashel
(OF007-046) and a possible earthwork (OF007-047). Glebe townland to the northwest has a cashel (OF007-
044), enclosure (OF006-052) and a graveyard (OF006-062). There are two enclosures in (OF007-023 and OF007-
025) in Castlereagh townland to the north, while in Rashinagh there is an enclosure (OF007-027), a graveyard
(OF007-041) and the site of a former castle (OF007-061). To the northeast in Parkaree or Boherfadda is a holy
well (OF007-035) and in Killaghintober there is a possible cashel (OF007-032) and ringfort (OF007-034).
Castlearmstrong, to the east, has a fortified house and bawn (OF007-037) and a holy well (OF007-038). The
Lemanaghan ecclesiastical complex (OF015-004001 to 004032) is located on the dryland island to the south.
The complex consists of an early medieval ecclesiastical enclosure (OF015-004008), tower house (OF015-
004001), a multi period church (OF015-004003) dating from the Romanesque to late medieval period with
several early medieval cross slabs and architectural fragments in the interior of the church. To the northwest
of the church is a possibly late medieval rectangular building (OF015- 004009), while to the southeast is a holy
well (OF015-004007), an oratory or hermitage (OF015-004006) and a fogher (OF015-004011).

Previous Surveys

Archaeological survey of the eight Lemanaghan Bogs commenced in the early 1990s and was completed
by 1997. A total of 753 sites were identified by the IAWU during this time. Ballydaly Bog (135), Castlefown (94),
Corhill (214), Derrynagun (113), Killaghintober (56), Kilnagarnagh (19), Lemanaghan (26) and Tumbeagh (96).
Ballydaly Bog had been prepared for production at the time of the survey but no milling had taken place.
This bog was subsequently set aside from production. Five of the nine bogs were re-assessed in 1998 by the
IAWU on behalf of BnM prior to the commencement of the BnM Excavation Mitigation Project in 1999. This
survey identified 160 wetland sites in 10 distinct archaeological zones (McDermott et al 1999). While the
quantities of sites had significantly reduced in most areas, with the exception of Lemanaghan itself which
increased to 29, the archaeological zones remained the same; Castlefown (34), Derrynagun (64),
Killaghintober (19) and Tumbeagh (18). A rescue excavation was carried out in Tumbeagh Bog by the IAWU
after partial human remains were recovered during the 1998 survey (Bermingham 2001). These remains have
been dated to between the 14th and 16th centuries. Nine cutftings were also excavated on a Road-Class 1
Togher (98LMNO002) in the central part of Lemanaghan Bog fo facilitate the 1999 BnM production season. A
total of 40 sites were excavated by ADS Ltd in 1999 and 2000 as part of the BnM Excavation Mitigation Project
(O Carroll 2001, Whitaker & O Carroll 2009) in Castletown, Corhill, Derrynagun, Killaghintober and Tumbeagh
Bogs. The sites ranged in date from the early Bronze Age to the late medieval periods.

A re-assessment survey of Castletown was carried out by ADS Ltd on behalf of BnM in 2013 (Whitaker 2014).
Three sites were identified during this survey, one of which was the previously identified and excavated early
medieval Road-Class 1 Togher (OF007-215 / OF-CTN0O0O1), (McDermott et al 1999), (Whitaker & OCarroll 2009).
The other two sites were Road-Class 3 Toghers (OF-CTN002 and OF-CTN003). The two Road-Class 3 Toghers
(OF-CTN002 and OF-CTN003) identified in the 2013 reassessment survey were excavated by the author for IAC
Ltd on behalf of BhM in 2016 as part of the BnM Excavation Mitigation Project (Whitaker 2016 & 2017). These
brushwood sites were both dated to the late Bronze Age period.

The numerous archaeological sites and stray finds from the Lemanaghan Bogs, which date from the Neolithic
fo the late medieval period, show contfinuous archaeological activity in the area. Wetlands and Peatlands
are considered as Areas of Archaeological Potential for their potential to contain archaeological organic
preserved remains. Wetlands also provide a significant resource for environmental analysis. It must be
considered therefore that there remains a moderate to high potential for additional buried features to be
uncovered during the course of any future development works in the Lemanaghan Bogs, particularly but not
exclusively, within the previously identified archaeological zones'.
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5.4 Results of Archaeological Monitoring Phase |

Archaeological monitoring of site investigation works was carried out at over a period of 4 days in
April 2021. The excavation of a total of 29 trial pits was monitored over this period within an area
of predominantly cut over bog. The stratigraphy noted within the trial pits varied throughout the
site with natural clay not reached in some locations owing to the sheer depth of peat. It typically
consisted of an upper layer of loose, soft rooty milled peat overlying layers of fibrous peat. The
underlying natural subsoil comprised a grey/blue silt or gravely silt. No positively identified
archaeological features or structures were uncovered in any of the excavated trial pits. The frial
pits were positioned away from archaeological constraints.
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54.1 TP 1

Excavated N-S in an area of recently worked bog. Loose brown peat measuring 0.20m in thickness
overlay a reddish brown soft peat that was 2.4m. Beneath this was a wet black peat that had
frequent inclusions of tiny fibrous roots. Subsoil was not exposed in this trial pit due to collapse.

Date

April 8, 2021

Time Recorded

11:56

Recording Archaeologist

Paul Fingleton

Trial Pit Number TP1
Trial Pit Length (m) 4.1
Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6
Peat Depth (m) 4.0
Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.0

Plate 1: TP1 prior to excavation
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5.4.2 TP2

Excavated N-S in an area of recently worked bog. 0.10m brown milled peat overlay a reddish
brown softer peat, 2.4m thick. At 2.5m below ground level the peat became much darker and
wetter. This blackish brown peat measured 1.8m thick. Subsoil was not exposed and excavation

ceased at4.3m.

Date

April 8, 2021

Time Recorded

08:34

Recording Archaeologist

Paul Fingleton

Trial Pit Number P2
Trial Pit Length (m) 4.0
Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6
Peat Depth (m) 4.3
Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.3

Plate 3: TP 2 prior to excavation
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Plate 4: TP2 ctffe; excctctﬁon
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543 TP 3

Excavated N-S in an area of recently worked bog. Loose milled brown peat, 0.20m thick overlay
a reddish brown fibrous peat, 2.20m in thickness. A change in the peat colour from 2.4m below
ground level saw a much blacker and wetter material.

Date April 8, 2021
Time Recorded 09:36
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP3

Trial Pit Length (m) 4.0

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 4.7

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.9

Plate 5: TP3 prior to excavation
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5.4.4 TP4

Excavated N-S in an area of recently worked bog. Loose dark brown peat measuring 0.20m
overlay a reddish brown fibrous peat measuring 2.5m in depth. Subsoil not uncovered at this frial

it

Date

April 9, 2021

Time Recorded

13:00

Recording Archaeologist

Paul Fingleton

Trial Pit Number TP4
Trial Pit Length (m) 3.8
Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6
Peat Depth (m) 4.7
Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.7

Plate 7: TP4 prior to excavation
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5.4.5 TPS

Excavated E-W in an area of recently worked bog. Loose brown milled peat at surface, 0.20m in

depth. Below this 4m of dark brown peat was exposed overlying a blue grey clay subsoil.
Date April 7, 2021
Time Recorded 14:01
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TPS
Trial Pit Length (m) 4.0
Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6
Peat Depth (m) 2.0
Total Trial Pit depth (m) 2.0

Plate 9: TP5 prior to excavation

U
Plate 10: TP5 after peat removal
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5.4.6 TPé

Excavated E-W in an area of recently worked bog. Blackish brown loose peat with a thickness of
0.20m overlay a orange brown peat. Excavation stopped at 4.5m in depth and natural subsail
was not exposed.

Date April 7, 2021
Time Recorded 14:50
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP6

Trial Pit Length (m) 4.0

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 4.5

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.5

Plate 11: TPé prior o excavation

HETL T i, ArE
Plate 12: TP6 after peat excavation
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5.4.7 TP7

Excavated E-W in an area of recently worked bog. 0.20m of loose brownish black peat overlay a
reddish brown peat which measured 4.30m in thickness. Peat overlay a grey silty clay subsoil.

Date April 7, 2021
Time Recorded 15:30
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP7

Trial Pit Length (m) 4.0

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 4.5

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.6

-

Plate 13: TP7 prior to xcovoﬁon
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5.4.8 TP8

Excavated E-W in a recently worked area of the bog. The area is noticeably wet and the peat
soft at the surface. Excavation ceased at 2m of peat depth due to collapse. Subsoil was not
exposed.

Date April 7, 2021
Time Recorded 12:45
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP8

Trial Pit Length (m) 4.0

Trial Pit Width (m) 3.0

Peat Depth (m) 2.0

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 2.0

Plate 15: TP8 prior to excavation

Plate Ié.TP8 after collpsé of p'eof
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549 TP 9

Excavated E-W in an area of recently worked peat bog. 0.20m of loose black peat overlay a dark
reddish brown peat that was at least 3.8m in thickness. Subsoil was not exposed.

Date April 7, 2021
Time Recorded 11:53
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number P9

Trial Pit Length (m) 4.0

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 4.0

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.0

Plate 17: TP9 prior to excavation

Ao

Iafe I: P9 of;er peat excdvohoh
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5.4.10TP 10

Excavated E-W in an area of recently worked bog. 0.30m of loose black soft peat over overlay
2.90m of a reddish brown fibrous peat. The peat sealed a blue grey clay subsoil.

Date April 7, 2021
Time Recorded 11:14
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP10

Trial Pit Length (m) 4.0

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 3.6

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 3.5

Plate 19: TP 10 prior to excavation

Plafe 20: P10 ofr peat removal
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5.4.11TP11

Excavated N-S in a grass covered area of bog. Black root filed peat with a thickness of 0.40m
overlay dark brown peat measuring 2.8m in thickness. The peat sealed a blue grey clay subsail.
Modern rubbish seen ar a depth of 0.60m from ground level.

Date

April 7, 2021

Time Recorded

08:56

Recording Archaeologist

Paul Fingleton

Trial Pit Number TP11
Trial Pit Length (m) 4.8
Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6
Peat Depth (m) 3.2
Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.0

g -

Plate 21: TP 11 prior to excavation

Plate 22: -TPI I after peat removal
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5.4.12TP 12

Excavated E-W in a grass and heather covered area of bog. Ground water from base of trench
at 0.50m. Pipe running E-W on south side of trench. Excavation cased at 4m due to water ingress
and collapse. Subsoil was not exposed at this location.

Date April 6, 2021
Time Recorded 15:45
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP12

Trial Pit Length (m) 4.5

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 4.0

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.0

Plate 23: TP 12 prior to excavation

l/ \'h_ e e
Plate 24: TP12 after peat removal
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5.4.13TP13

Heather and grass covered area of bog. Excavated SE-NW. 0.40m of black root filled peat overlay
a soft dark brown fibrous peat measuring 3.30m in thickness. Only peat removed to depth of 3.7m.

Date April 6, 2021
Time Recorded 15:16
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP13

Trial Pit Length (m) 5.0

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 3.7

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 3.7

Plate 25: TP 13 prior to excavation

v
Plate 26: TP13 after peat removal
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5.4.14TP14

Excavated E-W in a heather and grass covered area of bog. Dark brownish fibrous peat noted
throughout the trial pit. Natural subsoil not exposed.

Date April 6, 2021
Time Recorded 12:51
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP14

Trial Pit Length (m) 4.8

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 4.4

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.4

Plate 27: TP 14 prior to excavation

T s
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Plate 28: TP 14 after peat removal
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5.4.15TP15

Excavated N-S in a raised area of the bog containing trees and grass. Gravels seen on surface
surrounding ground. Black peat overlay a grey brown sandy clay subsoil.

Date April 6, 2021
Time Recorded 12:13
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP15

Trial Pit Length (m) 4.5

Trial Pit Width (m) 3.2

Peat Depth (m) 0.30

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.50
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5.4.16TP16

Excavated E-W in an area containing mixed gravel and peat. Loose brownish black peat with
gravel inclusions sealed a gravel and sandy subsoil.

Date April 6, 2021
Time Recorded 11:43
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP16

Trial Pit Length (m) 4.8

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 0.20

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 2.50

PITe 32:TP16 offepecn‘ removal

Plate 31: TP 16 prior to excavation
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5.4.17TP17

Excavated E-W in a grass covered area of bog. Rooty black peat overlay a grey silty clay subsoil.

Date April 6, 2021
Time Recorded 10:18
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number P17

Trial Pit Length (m) 5.0

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 1.4

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 3.1

£

Plate 33: TP 7 pir to excavation o Plate 34: TP 17 after peat removal
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5.4.18TP18

Excavated N-S along a raised area of peat. The area was in use as an access way to the bog.
Black milled peat overlay a grey silty clay subsoil. Water ingress was apparent at 2.7m.

Date April 6, 2021
Time Recorded 09:58
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP18
Trial Pit Length (m) 5.5
Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6
Peat Depth (m) 1.75
Total Trial Pit depth (m) 3.2

- ' s

Plate 35: TP18 prior to excvoﬁo .

‘1"':.:

Plate 36:’ P ISofTer peat removal
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5.4.19TP 19

Excavated E-W in a grass covered area of bog. Black peat overlay a orange grey clay sub soil
that turned to gravel as excavation continued.

Date April 6, 2021
Time Recorded 09:19
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP19

Trial Pit Length (m) 4.5

Trial Pit Width (m) 2.0

Peat Depth (m) 0.30

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 3.0

Plate 37: TP19 prior to excavation

PICJT 38: TP 19 after peat removal
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5.4.20TP20

Excavated in an area of high ground. Gravel visible on surface. Grey brown gravelly peat overlay
gravel.

Date April 6, 2021
Time Recorded 11:16
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP20

Trial Pit Length (m) 5.0

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 0.5

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 2.0

Plate 39: TP20 prior to excavation
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5.4.21TP21

Excavated E-W in a grass covered area of bog. Surrounding area is at a higher level to where the
trial pit is located. Black rooty peat measuring 0.30m overlay a dark reddish brown peat. Very
unstable throughout with sides collapsing constantly as excavation took place. Excavation
ceased at depth of 3.8m and the subsoil was not exposed.

Date April 7, 2021
Time Recorded 09:43
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP21

Trial Pit Length (m) 5.0

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 3.8

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 3.8

>

Plate 41: TP21 prior to excavation ' Plate 4'2:'TP'21 éhowir;g peat collapse
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5.4.22TP 22

Excavated N-S in an area of recently worked bog. Loose brown peat with a thickness of 0.20m
overlay a reddish brown soft peat 4.4m thick. A tree stump was noted at 2.5m deep.

Date April 9, 2021
Time Recorded 12:17
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number P22

Trial Pit Length (m) 3.8

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 4.6

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.8

Plate 43: TP22 prior to excavation

b W . el
Plate 44: TP22 after peat excavation
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5.4.23TP 23

Excavated N-S in an area of recently worked bog adjacent to a drain. 0.20m of loose blackish
brown peat overlay reddish brown more fibrous peat (3.60m in depth).

Date April 9, 2021
Time Recorded 11:34
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP23

Trial Pit Length (m) 4.0

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 3.8

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.0

Plate 45: TP23 prior to excavation
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5.4.24TP24

Excavated N-S in an area of recently worked bog. Area is very soft and wet on the field surface.
A shallow depth of loose black milled peat measuring 0.10m overlay a reddish brown peat, 2.40m
in thickness. Subsoil not reached in this trial pit.

Date April 8, 2021
Time Recorded 11:07
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP24

Trial Pit Length (m) 4.0

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 4.3

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.3

Plate 47: TP24 prior to excavation
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Plate 48: TP24 after excavation
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5.4.25TP 25

Excavated N-S in an area of recently worked bog. Loose wet black milled peat with a thickness
of 0.10m overlay a reddish brown fibrous peat. Tree roots were noted at 2.8m depth.

Date April 8, 2021
Time Recorded 09:49
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number P25

Trial Pit Length (m) 3.9

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 4.8

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.8

Plate 49: TP25 prior to excavation
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5.4.26TP26

Excavated N-S in an area of recently worked bog. Loose dark brown milled peat at surface
measuring 0.20m in thickness overlay a dark reddish brown peat 4.4m in thickness. Roots were
noted at 2.6m deep. Tree stump also noted at base.

Subsoil not exposed and excavation ceased at 4.6m depth.

Date April 8, 2021
Time Recorded 12:23
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP26

Trial Pit Length (m) 4.0

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 4.6

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.6

Plate 51: TP26 prior to excavation
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5.4.27TP27

Excavated E-W in a recently worked area of bog. A loose dark brown peat with a thickness of
0.20m overlay a reddish black soft more fibrous peat (3.60m in depth) sealed a grey soft silty clay
subsoil.

Date April 8, 2021
Time Recorded 16:02
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number P27

Trial Pit Length (m) 4.0

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 3.8

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.0

Plate 53: TP27 prior to excavation
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5.4.28TP 28

Excavated N-S in an area of recently worked bog. Brown loose peat at surface with a thickness of
0.20m overlay a a reddish brown peat. Notably rooty at 2.20m deep.

Date April 8, 2021
Time Recorded 15:47
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP28

Trial Pit Length (m) 4.0

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 4.2

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 4.4
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Plate 55: TP28 prior to excvoion

Plate 56: TP28 after peat removal
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5.4.29TP30 (not completed)

Excavation stopped because the frial hole is located within private property.

Date April 9, 2021
Time Recorded 10:21
Recording Archaeologist Paul Fingleton
Trial Pit Number TP30

Trial Pit Length (m) 3.8

Trial Pit Width (m) 1.6

Peat Depth (m) 0.5

Total Trial Pit depth (m) 0.5

Plate 57: TP30 prior fo excavation



6. CONCLUSION

Archaeological monitoring of site investigation Phase 1 works was carried out between 6th and 9th April 2021
by Tobar Archaeological Services. The client infends to develop lands at Lemanaghan Killaghintober
Cornafurrish And Corrabeg Cappanalosset Straduff Cooldorragh Rashinagh Derrica More Leabeg
Derrynagun Curraghalassa Tumbeagh Ballydaly Corbane Cor More and Cor Beg Lisdermot Kilnagoolny
Kilnagarnagh Castlearmstrong and Rosfaraghan townlands for a proposed wind farm, although there is no
planning application for such a development aft this fime. The purpose of the site investigations is to determine
general ground conditions on the proposed wind farm site. Monitoring of site investigations in the form of
geotechnical trial pits was carried out under licence (21E0132) from the National Monuments Service (NMS)
of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH). The excavation of a total of 29 frial
pits thusfar was monitored over this period within an area of predominantly cut over bog, some parts of which
are colonised with vegetation. Where such vegetation was present it largely took the form of heather and
grasses. Natural subsoil and clay/gravel was not exposed within the excavated frial pits due largely to the
depths of peat and in some cases collapse.

The stratigraphy noted within the trial pits varied throughout the site but typically consisted of an upper layer
of loose, soft rooty peat or milled peat overlying layers of lighter brown fibrous peat with some evidence of
roots. The underlying natural subsoil comprised a grey / blue silt or gravelly silt. No archaeological structures
were exposed in any of the frial pits. It must be noted, however that the trial pits were small in footprint and
were positioned away from archaeological constraints previously identified.
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I Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta

Department of Culture,

Heritage and the Gaeltacht

Site Owner: Bord na Mona Powergen
Address: EDENDERRY POWER LTD
BALLYKILLEEN, EDENDERRY

Planning Authority: Offaly County Council
Planning Reg. No.: Pre-planning Excavation Type: Monitoring

[as per licence
application ]

Contractor/Developer: As Above
Address: As Above

Background to excavation:

Archaeological Monitoringf GeotechnicaSite Investigations

Signed: Date: | April 2022
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